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didn’t comprehend some of the underlying intricacies of the book, but he did experience 
the power of the ending. Later that same year, Collin requested to see A Midsummer 
Night’s Dream. He stated that he wanted to see it because it was written by the great 
author Shakespeare. Collin’s experiences demonstrate the importance of providing 
access to the general education curriculum and extracurricular activities.

Collin currently attends Edgewood College in Madison, Wisconsin, in a “Think College” 
program. He is learning to speak Spanish by auditing college courses. He became 
interested in learning Spanish during his high school transition vocational experiences 
in the kitchens of local restaurants where almost everyone spoke Spanish. He desires to  
start a dog grooming business, as he loves animals, and is working on a business 
certificate with support from Vocational Rehabilitation. His future looks bright because 
of educators who had high expectations, presumed competence, modeled acceptance, 
and provided a high-quality education. We hope you will be that kind of educator!

—L. Lynn Stansberry Brusnahan

A lthough most people have heard the term 
autism spectrum disorders, their percep-
tions may be colored by television shows 

and movies. For example, did you see the classic 
movie Rain Man or perhaps Mercury Rising? In 
these two movies, individuals with autism spec-
trum disorders (commonly referred to as ASD) 
are portrayed as possessing very special recall 
and mathematical skills. You may believe that 
all individuals with ASD possess these unique 
abilities. This is a common misperception; only 
rarely do individuals with autism spectrum dis-
orders actually demonstrate these special skills.

In contrast to the movies, some television 
shows portray individuals with ASD as being 
locked into their own world, unable to com-
municate or to give or receive affection. Often, 
it is implied that if someone could just break 
through their isolation, there would be a genius 
inside. In addition, individuals with ASD are 
often shown as being aggressive and/or self-injurious. These are all common myths 
about ASD. Most individuals with autism spectrum disorders learn to speak or com-
municate with sign language, picture symbols, and, often, assistive technology. Although 
their deficits may impair the way they give and receive affection, even the most severely 
impaired individuals with autism spectrum disorders demonstrate and accept affection 
from the significant people in their lives. The belief that a genius exists inside each indi-
vidual with ASD is fueled by the presence of unevenly developed skills. For example, 
a child may be able to read fluently but may not understand a word he or she has read.

What does ASD really look like? Although all individuals with autism spectrum 
disorders show characteristic deficits in communication and social skills, as well as 

autism spectrum disorders: A 
developmental disorder characterized 
by abnormal or impaired development 
in social interaction and communication 
and a markedly restricted repertoire of 
activity and interests.

The variability of behaviors associated with ASD has resulted in 
professionals referring to autism as a spectrum disorder with features 
ranging from mild to severe.
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